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Bangkok Declaration

On compulsory licensing, innovation, and access to medicines for all.

From November 21 to 23,2007:200 of experts,social activists and patient network from all over the world
have gathered in Bangkok, Thailand, to discuss compulsory licensing, innovation, and access to medicines

for all. This is our declaration:

1.We recognized and applauded Thailand’s leadership in the use of compulsory licensing to overcome legal
monopolies as well as decisions by Brazil and Indonesia. Thailand’s continued leadership on compulsory
licensing is important, but so too will be the actions of other countries. Because of economies of scale, it is
important that the potential market in developing countries for generic products is large enough market to col-

lectively justify entry by generic suppliers.

2. To achieve our optimal goal on innovation and access to medicines for all, we have created a new global
network on compulsory licensing, innovation and access for all (I +a4a). This network will link together patients,
NGOs, academic / public health experts, government ofcials, and generic drug manufactures to nd ways to

ensure that patients have access to medicines with acceptable quality & price.

3. We conrm that compulsory licensing of patents is a legitimate, important and effective tool to protect con-
sumer and public interests. Thus every country should have the rights to systematically and routinely use
compulsory licensing and other means under TRIPS exibility similarly to wealthy countries. Governments all
over the world use compulsory licensing in a variety of contexts and in many different elds. The right to use
compulsory licensing is incorporated in international law and precedent, including WTO’s TRIPS agreement

and Doha Declaration.

4. Objections to the use of compulsory licensing in developing countries to ensure access to medicines for all
patients are often based upon untruthful, misleading, unproven assertions and assumptions, and are designed
to appeal to prejudices regarding the developing world.

This should stop.

5. It is feasible to permit generic competition for products, dramatically expanding access to medicines, while
ensuring sustainable sources of nancing for needs driven research. Because we can promote both innovation
and access, we must reject policies that force choices between the two, and accept the marginalization of low
income and uninsured persons. We applaud the May 2007 World Health Assembly resolution WHA60.30

which calls upon the WHO to consider new mechanisms that de-link R&D incentives and nancing systems

i Hda A awoa
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from the prices of drugs. We support the calls for a new global treaty on medical R&D, that does not force
countries to embrace monopolies and high drug prices to nancing medical innovation, and which boosts in-
vestments in needs driven essential R&D, including R&D needed to address the special health problems of

developing countries.

Our cause is important for everyone. We are seeking global norms that ensure innovation and access for all.
This is an achievable goal, if we collaborate and work together.
Bangkok, November 23, 2007

The International Conference on Compulsory Licensing Innovation and Access for All. 21-23 November 2007
Bangkok, Thailand

Organizers:

1.Health Consumer Protection Program (HCP), Chulalongkorn University
2.Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Chulalongkorn University
3.Food and Drug Administration (FDA), Ministry of Public Health
4.Health & Development Foundation (H&DF)
< 5.Drug Study Group (DSG) ®
6.AIDS ACCESS Foundation (ACCESS)
7.Thai Network of People Living with HIV/AIDS (TNP+)
8.Social Pharmacy Research Unit, Chulalongkorn University
9.Pharmacy Network for Health Promotion (PNHP)
10.Foundation for Consumer (FFC)
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The Bangkok Call to Action
Made by 150 participants from attending
the ASEAN Conference on Marketing of Food to Children Conference
Bangkok, 29th February 2008

This ASEAN Conference on Marketing of Food to Children conference, attended by 150 participants from
Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, Philippines, South Korea, Australia, United Kingdom, Germany and from inter-
national organisations including the World Health Organization, Consumers International and the International

Association for the Study of Obesity:

Is aware of the high rates of obesity and other non-communicable diseases globally and the personal, social

and nancial burden that these present in the ASEAN region;
Believes that poor diet is an important risk factor for obesity and other non-communicable diseases,

Recognises the importance of ensuring that all segments of society, but particularly parents and children are

supported in the use of basic knowledge of child health and nutrition;

Supports the conclusions of the 2006 WHO Technical Meeting on Marketing of Food and Non-Alcoholic
Beverages to Children that commercial food promotion is overwhelmingly for energy-dense, micronutrient poor
foods which undermine recommendations for a healthy diet; and that there is a strong scientic rationale linking

commercial promotion of foods and beverages to poor diets in children;

Believes that methods for nutrient proling are now available that can be used to differentiate healthier and

less healthy foods;

Acknowledges that national and domestic regulations should ensure that promotional marketing must be legal,
decent, honest, true, fair and not misleading, and in addition should also be restricted in the nature, quantity,
duration and frequency with which they promote foods and beverages that undermine recommendations for

children’s diets;

Believes that commercial operators have a responsibility to ensure that their marketing practices do not un-

dermine children’s health irrespective of national borders;

And in consequence this Conference:
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Calls for action by governments

To control all forms and types of the promotional marketing of energy-dense nutrient poor food and non-alcoholic
beverages to children up to the age of 18. To do this, governments must introduce statutory regulations:

to restrict the nature, quantity, duration and frequency of marketing food to children

to have consumer friendly labelling to help children make healthy choices

to ensure independent monitoring, surveillance and stringent enforcement

to support health and nutrition promotion in schools

Calls for action by civil society, academic and professional networks to support and promote stronger
controls on food and non-alcoholic beverage marketing to children, and to provide independent monitoring on
the effectiveness and impact of controls;

Calls for action by the manufacturers, importers, retailers and caterers dealing with energy-dense
nutrient poor food and non-alcoholic beverages to cease promoting such products in any manner which en-
courages increased consumption among children;

Calls for action by the international community including the World Health Organization, the UN Stand-
ing Committee on Nutrition, the UN Food and Agricultural Organization, Codex Alimentarius, the World Trade
Organization and other relevant bodies to support an International Code of Marketing of Foods and Beverages

@ to Children which applies globally and can protect children from marketing across national borders. @

Agreed by the participants
Bangkok, 29th February 2008
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